Abnormalities of lymphocyte subpopulations in CVI do not correlate with increased production of IL-6.
We have determined the percentages and absolute numbers of lymphocyte subpopulations in 49 patients with common variable immunodeficiency (CVI). In vitro production of IL-6 by PHA-stimulated PBMC of 28 patients was also evaluated. Our data indicate profound alterations in the lymphocyte subpopulations evaluated, including increased CD8 cells (these cells outnumbered CD4 cells in 26 cases), severe defect of CD4 cells (< 400/mm3) in 10 cases and reduction of CD19 cells (< 50/mm3) in 11/41 cases. Increased production in vitro of IL-6 by PBMC of CVI patients does not correlate with the absolute numbers of lymphocytes, lymphocyte subpopulations, or monocytes. In addition, IL-6 was unable to significantly modify the amount of PWM-driven IgM production by CVI cells.